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Parents and In our time, all this has changed. Practically
teachers all the parents have themselves been to school,
most of them have been happy there, and all
except a negligible few value what the schools are doing,
especially for the younger children. Even now, however, in all
parts of our educational system, the teacher as an agent of
the state, or at least as a member of a profession, tends to
regard the parent merely as the provider of educable material,
and almost as a necessary evil—necessary because without
parents there could be no children to educate, and, therefore,
no work for teachers, but still a trial to be borne as patiently as
may be. 0' course it could not be right that a child's life should
fall into two dissonant parts, and that he should own alternate
allegiance to two parties between whom misunderstanding and
even hostility might exist. Here was one of the educational
problems of the time. In what directions was a solution to be
looked for? The Board of Education set a good example
when, in the now famous Introduction to the Code of 1904,
it exhorted teachers to remember their relation to the parents
who entrust their children to the schools. This seems to be the
first time that the central authority for education in England
made reference to the parent as other than an obstacle to the
designs of the state. Since then, much has been done by
teachers to invite the interest and co-operation of parents, by
means of open days and parents' evenings, besides the time-
honoured prize-givings, when pupils and teachers and parents
and friends foregather. Again, fhe Act of 1918 ranked parents
among " other persons interested in education " as being entitled
to express an opinion upon the scheme which each local
authority was required to propose. Perhaps not much came'of
this provision, but, at any rate, the parent as such was
recognized by Act of Parliament.

